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r Prace botumytp you cue fl 
» ' 5 bo Boo my Father hat ſent me : ſo Lyon. * \ 5 * 92 £ 
Aud when be bad ſaid this, he breathed on them, and ſior 
faith unto tbem, Rective ye the Holy Ghoſt. ther 
n boſe ſuever-fins.ye remit, they are remitted unto them, 
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p "uh. - | E 
t and whoſe ſoever fin? ye retain, they are retainel. 3 
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WAs given to them, as the fore-going Words de- $e 
IS. - clare, on the Evening of the Day of his Reſurrection, when th 
5 the Diſciples. being Aembled together, and the Doors hut 1 0 
for tear of the Jevy, Telus by an Act of his Divine Power he 
pdpen d the Doors, as an Angel atter did the Priſon-Gate for 


1 St. Peter, and came and ſtood in the midft of them, greet- 
ing them in the common Salutation of Peace be unto you, * 

457 whichwas à Wiſt of all Health and Happineſs: But ſeſus 
4" finding them affrighted-at his Preſence, as if they Rack ſeen J. 
©, a'Spirit,: ſbewed them bis hands and his fide ; to conyince them tb 
ok the Reality of his Body. and the Truth of his Reſurrection, ſh 
s by which they were delſver'd from the Surprize, and over- 1 
joy'd at the Sight of him: So the Vetſe before the Text tells D 
us, then were the Diſciples glad when they ſaw the Lord, And N 


being thus compos'd he renew d again 2 ſame-Salutation te 
bs ok Peace be into you, and then deliver'd his Mind to them in 2 
tte Words of the Text, As. my Father bath ſent me, ſo ſend | 
Tou, and when he had ſaid this, he breathed on them, and aid, | 
- Receive the Holy Ghoſt, IF hoſe ſins ye remit, they are remitted un- 9 
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HE give the ame Commiſſion to his Apoſtles, that he. - 
himſelf Had receiv'd of his Father, and exccuted in his own: © + 
- Perſon ; Committing to them the Care, of the Church, Which 
he had Settled and Elabliſti d in the World, and impower-. © | ©; 
ing them to do the fame Things in his Abſence for the 
Well-governing- of it, that he himſelf did when preſents. 
with them. In the Words then, I ſhall obſerve and treat, 


| FIR iT Of the Commiſſion here granted by cur Saviour: | 
in theſe Words, Ar my Father has ſent me, ei en ſo ſend I Hu. 


' SECONDLY. Of the Sign and Seal of this Commiſ- | + 
ſion, in theſe Words, When. be had ſaid this, be breathed. on 
them and ſaid, receive ye the Holy Gl. 
THIRDLY, Ofthe Authority convey'd by it, in thoſe* 
Words, - Whoſe ſoever Hint ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 
and whoſe ſoever Sins ye retain, they are retained. Of each of 
theſe briefly and particularly. Ana 


FIRST, Of the Commiltion its (elf, granted in theſe. 
Words, 4; my Father hath ſent me, even ſo Jend I ho. OF, 
God the Father's ſending his Son, we often read in Holy 
Scripture z and we find Ehritt himfelf frequently declaring, 
that he was ſent to do the Will and, Work of his Father. 

Of God the Son's ſending others in the like Magner, be 
here expreſly tells us, As my Faber ſens ink even ſo ſend 1 Vous. 


THE Perſons immediately concern'd in this Commiſſion, 
were the Apoliles, to whom the Words were [poxen,; but 
1. not ſo as to be confin d to them only, for the Promuſe to 

be mtih ihem tothe End of the World. could not be to them in? 
their own Perſons. who died a little aſter, but to them that 
ſhould ſucceed in their Office to the World's End, to which 
Time there will be as much Need of this'Othce and the 
Divine Aſſiſtauce in it, as then when it was firſt given. 
Neher could the ourreacia 79 & %. relate only 
to the End of that Age, but to the End and Conſummation 
of all things, when time its ſeif ſhall be no more. 


F OR the Time of our Saviours granting of this Commi- 
ſon, that was (as we before obterv d) on. the Day of his | | 
nung again from the Dead. He did it not before his 
8 at - * " SE is AZ. * i Death/ { 


- - 
* , | . 
4 0 111 
* 
- 
, X - , 


* 
of .. 4 * 7 7 1. 
* p _ _ 3 
* - | . OY 4 
* > —_— 7:47 
3 « * = " ” * » ” 
— 1 
1 + 1 * - 54 1 * - : 
5 o . C2 
- 
4 \ =_ 
5 ©, 2 1. 
4. : 4 * 
* * a 645 : . 
— 4 8 
* * * k 
+ 
hy = 
* — 5 


, , F , * A — 
l - J * * : Di. - Se 1 e , R . 
* 9 T7 7 * 1 2 q e * 3 * n * * 8 * - * = 4 e * 
Wet 4 — e al, 2 \ 7 + LT wo * "4 2 3 n * 1 : . . 1 
, . % * TE 0 5 4 Wt SO \ k 9 3 J = wo, 2 — 7 
„ 0.5, we * ; 9 | | 0 py 5 
* K 1 "14. 4 wn : E ; £ -* 4 
£ 4 g *\ * * 
14 - \ | : g . . *. , * * 4 : 
be, * — . o - - 
, * 93 * & - 4% 1 


4 


1 —4 


becauſe without ſhedding his Blood there was ne 


Eat ay ofi his Reſierrettion, to ſhew that this Mercy wis then 


= -_- *- tained for thein, and he would not witbold a Bleſſing: 


1 Ba of bs And he did it immediately after, on the” very! 


.—. from the World for One Pay, of which they food in fach 


| 27. ap 
- BUT the main things to be conſider, d here are, the Co 
Natute and Extent: of this Commiſſion, together, with the 


. 


Proper Acts and Offices that appertain to it. ; 
; $ . ran . * 3. 1 | * ka , 5 | . > . ; 
know that this - Commiſſion 


Fog the Fir, we muſt know that this Cemmiſi 
granted by our 'Gaviour, is wholly Spiricos), and extends 
only to Spiritual Matters? For as Chriſt's 


3. IF ingdam is not 
of this world, ſo neither did he give any Power to his 


- 


-* -. - | © Apoliles about Worldly Natters. 


1 * 


| tr Fi 6A Ty WR ped 1 
HE did nat take upon him to Controle or Reſiſt Prin- 


©" ces, nor gave any Commiſſion to them, either to exempt 
themſelves or abſolve others from their Allegiance to them, 
for he paid Tribute to Ceſar himſelf, aud 1liv'd in. all due 
Subjection to hitn, and commanded all his Diſciples'to do 
the 1a i.e. He check d St. Peter for meddling with the 
Sword, and bid him put it up as a Weapon chat belong'd 
not to him; adding, That they who uſe the Sword agalnſt 
the Supreme Magiftrate, with whom it is intruſted. Shall pe- 
riſh by tbe Sword. But tho“ he deny d him the Sword, . yet 
he gave him the Keys of the Ning dom of Heaven, willing him 
to keep and confine himſelf to them, -without-oppoſing: | 
br domineering over Kings. So that this Commiſſon doth. 
no way claſh or interfere with the Power of Princes, but ra- 


f — 


ther tends to ſtrengthen and ſupport it. 


THE Magiſtyate and the Miniſter have both their Power 
From God, the One in Temporal Things to preſerve Peace, 
Oer and Juſtice in the World: The Other in Spiritual 

Matters to preach the Goſpel, 40 Baptize, and to Miniſter a- 

bout Holy Things. And being both granted by God to diffe- 

rent Perſons:for different Purpoſes, they are both to keep 
within the Bouuds of their Comtniſſion, without invading 
the Buſineſs or Province of each other. The Prixce ' may © 
not venture upon the Prieſte Office; nor may the Prieſt in- 
vade or ulurp upon the Power of the Prince; but both ate 
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| . NEITHER is there any Inconſiſtente in God Almightie's * 
appointing two ſuch'independent Powers in the fame King 
dom, no more than. thete is for a, Prince to grant diefe 
Commiſkions for diverſe Ends to diverſe Perſons, that harte 
no Dependance one upon another, Theſe things are da: 
ly ſeen to conſiſt well together, and highly conduce to thbe 
Publick Welfare of Church and State, tho“, ſome to ſhew 


their Good will to the Church, and their po out ,5 4 5 
to think other- 


covering Prieſt- Craft, would have the Wor | 
wiſe, From the Natuie andExtent of this Commiſſion, I pro- 
ceed to the proper Acts and Offices, that appertain to it, 
and they are all implied in the Words of Commiſſion, 4 

my Fat ber hath ſent me, even ſo ſiu, hon. That is, I ſend' 
you upon the ſame Errand, wich the ſame Authority, and 

with the ſame Eneouragement, that my Father ſent me, 
all which will appear by conlidering-each of them. 


AND Fir. As my Father ſent me to teach and infleutt, 
the Church, and to ſhew to all the Members of it the Wax 
to Salvation; fo ſend'F you upon the ſame Errand, to pro- 
pagate the Goſpel, and to teach the Peoplè the Miſteries of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. This Bfaneh of their Commiſſi- 
on St. Matthew expreſſes in theſe Words, Go ye ad diſciple - 
nations, baptizing them in thename of the Father, the Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve all that T have, com- 
mended you, Matth. 28. 19, 20. While Chrift was upon 
Earth, he inſtructed his Followers'himſelf, as appears by 
his Sermon on the Mount, and the many Precepts and Para- 
bles delivered by him; all which Sayings of his he con- 
ſirm'd with ſuch Miracles and mighty Works, as ſhewed 
him to be a Teacher come from God, and tliat what he ſpake 


were the Word; of Eternal Life. 


WHEN he was leaving the World, and going to his 
Father, * he would not leave his Flock as Sheep without a 
Shepherd, but commited to his Apoſtles, the Ward of Recon- 
cHiation, willing them as his Miniſters and Ambaſſadors to 
Preach and Publiſh. to the World the gl Tydings of C. 
ton, and to beſeech them in Chriſt's Stead to be Nene, 
unto God. „„ et e i. 2 7TH 


* DN ee the I 6 
_ For fo the Wora ſignifies in the Orginal. WER 
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=, - THIS was che End apd Buſinels, for which God "the 

Father ſent his Son, the doing whereof he often ſty les the 

Aieing the work, and ſeeking. the honour of him that Jent him. 
* > ; A De g 1 


AND This isthe Errahd upon which God the Son ſent 
his Apoſtles, and likewiſe all that Orderly ſuccecd him in 
the Work ot the Miniſtry, who are ſtill requir d to feed the 
Flock of Chriſt with found Doctrine, and to go before 
them by a Pious Example, that they may fave themſelves, 
aud thoſe that hear them. een 
©. © EECONDLI, As my Father ſent me to rule and govern the 
Church, ſo fend I you with the ſame Authority io execute 
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that Office in my ſtead. : 5 


* 
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OUR: Saviour after his Reſurrection declar d, That all 
power was given unto him, both in beaten andearth, Matth. 28. 
18. by Vertue whercof, as he govern'd the Church himſelf, 
© while he remained upon Earth, ſa before his Return to 
Eta ven he delegated the ſame Power to his Apoſtles, giving 
them full. Authority to, diſpoſe and order all things in it 
u the: Rules that he had left them: And becauſe Parity 
at Officers ncceſſarily leads to Confuſion, he gave the 
. Apcliles Power over the other Diſciples to preſide over 
Ws them, and to fee that all things in the Church be done 
3 decently and in Order. And this was abſolutely necęſſary 
TO to the well Bring and Continuance of it: For as no So- 
, , , cicty can ſubfiſt without ſome to Rule, and others to be 
1 Rul d by them, ſo neither can the Church which is a 
| torni'd ſtanding Society, continue without à Subordi- 
nation of Officers to teach and govern it. And tis 
| not to be imagin'd, that Chrift in ſettling his Church, 
thould leave it deſtitute of ſuch a Power, as was neceſ- 
1 Hary to. its Sübſiſtence and Order; and without Which 
| | mi muft wnavoidably-xun to Ruin and Confuhon. to. 
| 
| 


r 


revent this, we are told, that God hath: ſet ſome in 

di Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondly Prophets, and thirdly Teach-rs, © 
2; Cor. 12. 28. And in the s to the Re "tis ſaid, 
He gave ſam» Apoſtles, ome Prop bett, ſome Evangeli(ts, ſome 
3 - Paſtars and Teac bers, for the perfecting of the Siinis for the 
1 work of the miniſiry, and for the cdifying of the body of 
58 BS Chriit, Eph. 4. 11, 12. Where we have 4 brief Aeccunt 
of che different Offices zud Functions of Gd. * 


2 


Rd 


che Apoſtles being ſtill reckon'd in the firſt Place, referring 
not o much to à Priority of Time, as of Order an 


i* 48... 


over thei reſt : And this Order is ſtill continued in the 
Church by 2 conſtant Succeſſion of Biſhops," Prigſts and 
Deacunt, and may it be ſo to the World's End. To 
which End, ES 1; «nate Boats 
 THIRDLY,, As my Father ſent me to appoint Teachers 
and Ruiers in the Ghurch, to ſupply the want of my Pre- 
ſence ; ſo ſend I you to Ordaii others in it, to ſupply 
the Defe& of your Mortality. This Power was given 


« * 
3 R g d 
* 


better to preſerve a Regular Succeſſion of law ful Paſtors 
and Teachers in it to his Send Coming 
AND this Branch of the Commiſſion hath been, de- 
rivd down to the Biſhops their Succeſſors herein ever 
ſince, whoſe ſole Office it is, to admit fit Perfons into 
the Sacred Function, and to provide Paſtors for the flock 
of Chriſt, over which the Woly Ghoſt hath made them Over- 


* 
1 


Original, and ſhould have been ſo tranflated. Theſe are 


fence it with a Holy Diſcipline under the Great Shep- 
herd and Biſhop” of our Souls, who paurchasrd it with his 
vn blood, Acts 29. 28. 1 N . 


T WAS to the Apoſtles that the Holy Ghoſt ſaid. Se- 
perate me Barnabas and Saul for the work, whereunto I have 
called t And when they had faſted and prayed; they laid 

their hands on them, and ſent them away, Acts 13. 2, 3. 
After this St. Pax! conftituted his Diſciple and Convert 
Timothy, Biſhop of Epheſus,” having under him all the 


34 
. 
1 
pa 
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Churches of Proconſulay Aſia. ö 
HE likewiſe left Titus in Crete: t, ſet in order the things 


that were wanting, and to ordain elders in every city, which 
the Presbyters that were 


AND this hath been the. 
ſrom the Days of 


hat 
fot 


WW 


the Apoſtles to the preſent time, t 


}\ 


there before had no Authority | 


F 


- Dignity, they being the Governors and Superintendents. . 


to the 4poſtler, the higheſt Order in the Church, the 


ſeers, im1ox.67vus Biſpopr, for ſo the Word ſignifies in the 
to feed the Church of God with ſound Poctrine, and to 


peculiar Province of Biſhops, 


W 4" N 
* 
- 
2 «7 
= Py 
4 : 
+ 
: * 
= 
: 
1 
* * . 
- " 
alan * 
- 
, 4 5 
4 
_— » , 
- 
= . 4 % 
* # 
- 21 
— 
* 
1 
. + 
- * 
"> ; : 
a | 
* 5 * 
5 
o 
7 - 
47 > 
d * 4 
1 4 
. 177 
* 
; + : 
” : 0 
+1 1 
| . 
4 « 
: | | 
* 


/ — 
14 
- 
: 
18 
1 275 
bu L. 4 


— v 


. x 
" 
* 1 ! 
— — 
, ” 


* 7 ; . e would, be with” ent to direct and aſſiſt them 2 
8 8 5 thiik Difficulites, to comfort aud ſupport them under all 
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In 85 1 
which Means they propagated the Goſpel, and profelyted 
2 al 7 ja to the prope of it, notwithitanding” al al the. 


- | Minitity, with whom he hath like wiſe promiſed to 


* , 


- 
pt _ 
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5 1 22 the eat — of the Chane 1525 the 
Peril of many Souls: Whoſe Preaching” — Sur hatff 
been Jultlyreckon'd no other than che Prating of Sedus 

' ceis; their Baptiſms of no better Authority than Common 

- 9 55 af and their Ordinations of no more Go whe than 


3 ſen Jing of I uren an ordinary Errind, ＋ 92 ail 


\ LASTLY: A my Father ſent nds a = 
132 4 ſucerſs i in the work, that he gave 7 ni 11 
0 ſend 1 you with the fame 8 in the 
Work whercunto I have — bo Cod the Father pro- 

mid and foretold conc Sang 18 ohh, that He nll 
C bf the travel of bis fem! and be — that by bis: LON: 
ledge ſhould bis Righteous — Ju many, and that the 
bY W the Lord ſhould proſper is band, Iſa. 
. 11. All which he al Gat 7 ulld and made 2 
2 0 his Son by the Encreaſe of his Kingdom, by ut. 
3ng hu Church and 1 80 — thereunto': lach 7 


9 2 5 finding f "Te 


Tr is 


rug in Promile. id, Ebrit mak 
5 his Apoſtles and. e. that be won! 
+ ways 10 the world, 2 28. 


their Diffreſſes. and to proſper and ſucered them in 
©. their, kings. Which things were all perform d to 
. {them By giving them à Mouth and wiſdom, which none 
” vof their: Ad e were: able to gain-fay. or leſiſi ; by 


* that could be wade againſt N 4 4/0 3,07 
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THE fame. Promiſe. of Succeſs and e | 
is Rit continu d to their Succeſſors in the work of the 


to the id of all” things: Which Promiſe is made good. 


to them by the Preſence and Afliitauce 0 his Holy wa 
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ſeal ef thu Commiſſion, or the manner of Chriſts Endung 
forth-his Apoſtles in theſe Words, When he bad ſzid ibi ' 
be breathed en them. and ſaid unto them, Receive ye the Holy „ 
Gel; Where we have two Signs or Ceremonies us d b f 
our Saviour in ſetting apart his Apoſtles and others, for the.  - © 
work whereunto he call'd them, and they are his breathing on 
In aiibhicutteriog of theſe words, Recerve ye the Fly Ghoſt 
The one was a token'of Inſpiration, T he other a Too} F 
us d at the conferring ol his holy orders. 
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His breathing on them was an outward Sign of inward In» * 
ſpiration : tor as God breathed into Adam the Breath of Life, 
2] which he became a living Soul, ſo Chriſt breath d into hies 
Diſciples the Holy Oboſt, by which they became quiekening ſpi- 
ritt, And as the former gave a natural Life. Sothe latter 
brought a ſpititual Life both into themſel ves an others. Ile 
Form of words that Chriſt us d for this purpoſe was; R. 
ceive_ye the Holy Gbaſt: It being the peculiar. Office of the + 485 
Jaly Spirit to authorize and qualifie Perſons for Chuck 
Offices, and to enable them for- the faithful Diſcharge of 4355" 

IN the Old Teſtament we read of God's inſpiring Bexsgie!!(! ©7. 
and Ahuliab with Wiſdom and Skill for the Beildiog.eb e 
Tabernacle; and after that, wich his furniſhiag de to? 
phets with Gifts and Abilities for the Service of tf Te 7 e 
which Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit were pour d out 5 
like the Oyl upon the Head of Aaron, which zan down too 
the Skirts of his Garments, #: e., to the Prieſis and Levitess OE 
that follow d him in thoſe Sacred Offices. 
IN the Nr Teſtament we find that Jeſws Chriſt. the great Tr 

Biſhop of our Souls was anointed ay, Rec to bis Of 7}-- 38 
ice by the Holy.Gboft, which deſcended' wyan lum in the ſhape; 
_ of # Dove, at bis Baptiſm ; Matth. 3. 16. And in Acts i  . 
38. God is faid to have anointed Jeſus of Nazareth withuht / 


Holy Gboſt and with power. Accordingly when he cues 
upon his Paſtoral Office, he ſhew'd his Commiſſion, Sea 
by the Hely-Ghoſt; ſaying, The Spirit of the Lord is u, _ 5g 
end bath antinted we to preach the Goſpel ; Luke 4. i888. 
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_— INN like Manner the * ler were conſccrated to th 
ob fee by the ſame Holy Spirit's eoming down upon. then 


zs tothe Church, what che Soul is to the 
10 und Breath, and all Things. bet rac 


AND indeed Chrift's Myſtical Body had not long ſur- 
viv'd his Natural, had not the fame Spirit that firſt breath'd' 
into it, continu'd- ſtill to actuate and enllven it. And 
therefore that Sacred Hymn of Veni Creuter, Or, Come Ho- 
4y Ghoſt eternal God, is always appointed to be ſaid or 
ſung upon theſe Solemn Occaſions, at once to implore the 
ä Giving, and to congratulate the Receiving of this holy , 
pri, ieee. n nan f | 


. HENCE this Form of Words, Receive ye the Holy 

Sb, is ſtill us d in conferring ot Holy Orders; where 
the B8:/bop*s laying on of Hands join d with Prayer be- 
tokens pouring out the Gifts aud Graces of the Ho- 


= * 


by 


- 9. 


= oF in 


þ OY 8 ao late is ar tie 0 o 0 CY % 


wes Ordain ; 


4 Double Call i is 8 
the One Inward, conſiſti 
r. the. Work and Bufineſs * . NA Out- 
od from duly Ordain dand choriz'd ta it, both 


to this. Geel Fundion 


which - proce 
Holy Ghoſt. 


NEITBER nay any venture up \ "thi 1 5 
' of this fly Function without ſuch a Call Wo man t 4 


this office upon him (laich, the Apoſtle.) except. be be called 
God as wa Aaron, Heb. 5. 4 We any 
Uſurping the Prieſts Office in offeri 


of the Lord, which pertain d not to him, incens d the 


Wrath of God, 
*% . How ſhall they, preach (ſaith St; Faul] except they 


le ſem? Implying the Abſurdity as well as 12 — 


of entering upon that Work without àa que Cal 

unto * Tho" ſome Sectaries, and Giſted Brethren in our 
Days- preſume. to intrude into that Office without a 
Call or Commiſſion; their Pride making them thin 
themſelves. qualify'd for the highs 

when their Ignorance ſhews the 
meaneft'; And tho the 


m to be unfit for the 


the Fri Principles of the Oracles of God, 


THUS, we ſee the sign and Seal that was FAY to 


the Apoſtle Commiſhon, which they carried not Wi 
them into the World; but is till continued and deriv 
down to us: For 'tis by the fame Bleſling and Superin» 


tendance of the Holy Obel, that we are Eud, and Con- 


niſterial Acts Wore. valid of full Leuch and with - 
out which they would be r vll aud void, without 
and Wicheut Authority. | . 


ſecrated to our Holy Othce ; 10 which Means all our > iſ 


0 3 


in Gifts and Abilities ſuffici- 


Saw! oa 
urnt· Of- 
fering, 1o highly offended Ged, A 45 of: away the 
Kingdom from him, 1. Sam. 13. 9, 10. King Ural 
for doing the like by burning Incenſe upon the Altar 


and was ſmitten with a Leproſy, 2. Cron, 


| Offices _ the Church, vy 


take upon them to be Teachers 
of Others, haue yet Need to be taught. tbemſelves, 1 ae 


kit, 


by, EV 


r ine 4 (hs ab 3 

ven aud granted by this Commiſſion, and that n 
"ox preſs r by Remining and Retaining of Sins. A huſe 
Nun remit they are remited uuto them, And whaſt ſorder 
ps ye tetain, they areretained. He that hath a juſt Autho- 
"= of doing any thing, may. either do -it himſelf in 
Bo, ot depute others to do it in his fiead,** © 110 


TH E Power of Remitting or Retaining of ain: u Off 
5 in God only, and in Cbriſt as G04 and Man's 
© Fox. which Rezſon Wy man Is 4 to have PER 


t. in, FN 


Kos 1 8 Power Chrif tA; ke 3 his Fs : 
2 n Earth; but being to aſcend: up. to Heaven, he dele- 
wp it to his Apoſiles and heir - Suceeſſors in theſe Words, 
ofe | fins je remit, they are remitted, and whoſe finr'ye retain, 
5 are retained This is generally. iyPd, be f the | 
eye, whereby Authorized - Miniſters of C iſt | have a 
ower of Admiteing into and Excluding out of the Char 
and thereby of Opening and ſhutting the Kingdom o 

Heaven, the one by Ab N and the "other Ms Excoms 
munication.” 1 9 


rs All's in ft. Manhew, the Power of binding & kt 

whatſoever ye hall bind on earth ſhall be bcund in ene | 
2 whatſoever 5 ſhall looſe on — 1 ſhall be looſed in Heaven, - 
Matth. 16. 19. Sinners are ſaid to be tyed and hound with 
the chain of their finti to be bolden with cords, and to be 
in the bond of iniquity. Now tis Chrilt alone that by bis 
pard ning Grace can untye thoſe Cords, - looſe that Bond, 
and free us from thoſe Chains. The Power of doing 8 
this he communicated to his Apoſtles, not to St. Peter 
My, as forne- would have it, who makes him the Sole- 
Key.-Keeper of the Kingdom of Heaven, but to the other 
1 * Hulle, alſo, and to all that by a due and * A 
nation ſucceed them in their Office. N 
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k 2 NOW this Power of perdonim Sin is anne xt to ae 
Acts of Reli gion, inffituted by God for this Ade and 
executed only by Chritt's Miniſters: As iſt. 


-BAPTIs M Was Ordained for the Remiſfon of Si in; 
RA. oh ard Chap. 22. 26. Again, 29h 4 
t 


* . / Py / 


43 * 
og of Choi 5 1 


In 1 550 15 ad: FS 
Blood ig the Holy: Sacrament, is faid to be for 
the remiſſun of fins, Matth. 28. 28. 34ly. 


Aru Hanh of The "Word d for the"pore "on 3 
Pardon, call e the Miniftty,. or r 1rd 
neiliation, 2. Cor. 5 "Ro, 15 T 


THE "Prayer of the Elders over the alen d e 0 
it, the felder of fins, Jam. 5. 14. 7280 4 


'N O W theſe Miniſterial Acts for che Reniſſun of - 
are peculiar only to the Prieſts Office ; Neither is the J 8 
me or Effect of them imparted by £m other, for co 
„them it is faid and to no oe whoſe ſoever 75 2 = | 
8 they are remitted umo them. Which Words t liver 
A in Genen and Indefinite Terms, are not. o be extend- 
2 
a 
* 


1 % 
8 


ed to the _ of all Men, but only to ſuch of them, | 
as are truly Penitent; For God himſelf will pardon 'nofte * '_- 
but ſuch; and we may be lure never gave a Power 8g © 
pardon any other. 3 0 WI, 


"HENCE our Cbareh hath Thiee Forms " Ala 
| in her Publick Liturgy Br all which are reſtrain d b 
/ to ſuch as rx Repent, aud unfeignely Fes 1 Dy 


Goſpel, 4 


TH E Firſt i is ee in he daily Able, Fo 
immediately follows the Confeſſion, where the Prieſt is im- 
power'd to declare end pronownce to the People being penittnt 
the Abſolution an Remiſfion of their Nins; which | is more 
than a Proclamation ot Pardon 'by other fenen Who | 
have no ſuch Authority to publiſh it. eee 


HE Second is Op tative, i in the Communion Service l 
where the Prieſt prays to Gad, who hath promis d fore... \- AY 
giveneſs of Sin te all that with hearty Repentance apd | 
true Faith turn unto him, to have mercy pen them, t 
to pardon and deliver them from all their fins : This is more: 8 +... 
than the Prayers of any other Perſons without this Com- 4 
miſlien, as we may learn, Ad, 8. 34. . 5. 14... 9 


T HE. Third is Authoriiative, in the Office for the Sick, 9 
whexe the Prieſt __ the oy Confelſhon and = | 4 i 
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Fergie thee. thine offences, And by his aue e 


7 in Heaven, and determine their future and $nal State. 


| Father Jent him, we way re. the great Honour A 
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a6 
— — 0 
f . : 
Ws * * 6 
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ws. 215 
: 


of the Tick; Perſon, .is impower'd to 115 b 161 Ji 
rift who bath fr power ig his. Chureh-t0. 75 ſolve | 
ners that truly repent and be teve in bim, of his 125 mercy 


F 


a+ * 


me; 1-abſulve thee from: oll. thy . 


THIS Fower was given or he Eaſe of Dg 
ee Perſom, which mult- cher therefors, be us 
great Tendernels and Diſcretion : And the rat 
Sentence duly gronownc'd . Farth⸗ - will d 


ing al 


Mate 


A N 5 now 17 ſee your Calling . "how + 
you gy 

' ll, and by whom. Tour an and Re Encourage 
2 A plani hefore Nen Jou any cb pot, of ye 
Ff orig to Plepare your lives, and others for, a bet 
Tou, are N with Ber ys % Tre 5 2 5% 

your Means t eaventy Tre ure, v 5 
down in Earthen Ve IS E * 3 5 * 


vou ſee the Divine Authority 


LL Eo: » 


"of: a Comife, 


Which is deriv'd to you from: A the Father 
the Son, and ſcal'd by Cod the Floly Ghoſt, 


And W 
ſore you are/ntither to g0 beyond it by Abſolving the 


Impenitent, nor to conſe (ſhort of it by . denying it to them, 


that truly repent ; And-this will bring me to the Uſe 


and Application of chis Diſcourie. 1 


AND. Fi, From Chrifts ſending his Minis 45 . 


. aſt 
not of Men but of Gods 


THE Honour, due to any Meſſen per, 1 75 | 
from the Greatiiels, of the Perſon ſending him, and part» 
%, from the Excellency and Importance of the 55 


deliver d by him; Upon both Which Accounts, the Clergy 
Double Honour: 


nity of the Miniſterial Wy 0 0 WKY we are 


br 


may be july thought worthy of 
oh Senuſhe is from. Heaven, being appointed by God 
the Father, given by his Son, and ſeal'd by his Holy 


: irit, and theretore the Apole wills all Men 75 to account 
., as of the minijters of Chrili, ma flewards of the myſteries 
oF Gal, + ot; 4» 1. 514 10 4 Be a Aud 
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"AND as Ambaſſadors are honour'd, for the rige: 
* whom” I ee + 
of - Chrifi to be had in the higheſt Honour for. the Sp e 
him that ſent: them. But befide the Greatneſs of the 


Min. A 
l * Freer. 


. ws 
: \ WY - 
. » 4 1 


Perſon ſending, the Greatneſs of the Work about which = 72 
they are (ent, - may teach Men Gs the Apoſtle direQs) to, 
eſteem thein highly in Love for their Works ſake; Tor 

they treat with you about the great Affairs of Heaven, © , 
of Eternity, and of the Salvation of your Souls; Things 

e the triffling Concerns of this Life. Fey» 
diſpoſe of God's Mercy, and feal Pardons to penitent 3 
Sinners, and are ſent. to offer and conclude a Peace be: 
tween God and Man, an Employment fit” for Angels, Ns 
and above the Rate of Common Mortals. And therefore 
we find St. Paul. who was little Siren, to boaſting, forc'd © 50 
to magniſie his Office, when Falſe Brethren and Sons of Bes, 
lial began to villiſie it. And this was never more ne- 
ceffiry to be done than in our corrupt and Unhappy Age, 

whereigga]! Sacred Things as well as Ferſons are become the 
Contempt and Scotn of Fools. 9 


IN ſhort, Chriſ' Miniſters are Fellow- Workers wich 1 ing 4 
God, and Inſtruments of the greateſt Good to Mankind 
For they are the Diſpenſors of God s Pardons, and tig 7 
Heralds to proclaim Peace between Heaven and Earth; . 

Abi therefore ſhould, be Receiy'd and Reſpected acvord - 
ing y. N * : % n * \ 3 oy 


YOU know the bare Rumour of à Pardon. from fu + * 
as have no Authority to give or bring it, yields little oc _ *1 
no Comfort to a Condemned Perſon; But a Pardon bh 
from the Prince brought by a proper, Officer, affords great, F # 
AP "ARE NT: 


AND ſuch is the Remiſim of Sins declar'd. and p- 


nounc'd by Chriffs Minifte:s, which ſhould make. us ſay,y 
with the prophet, How be metiful ave the feet of them. that © 
preach the Gaſpel of pe ice, and bring glad t\dings of gol 
things ? Iſai. 52. 7.*and. Ram. 10. 15, i 
SECONDLY, From the Divine Auberity and ... 1 
miſſion of Chrift's Miniſters, we may infer their Obligation 
to Fidelity, and to anſwer che End and Detign of their” | /* 
2d þ VS, . 3 | 5 Miſſion. J 4 8 
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